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About 
UAB Libraries 

UAB Libraries advances research, teaching, and learning 
at UAB by providing access to rich and diverse scholarly 
collections and the essential expertise to support 
excellence in education, research, patient care, and 
community outreach, each of which fosters the success 
and impact of the university. 
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A message from the 
Dean of UAB Libraries 
 
 
 
Dear UAB community, 
 
It is my pleasure to report that UAB Libraries has completed another highly successful and 
productive academic year. Preparing the annual report always offers an opportunity to reflect on 
the breadth and depth of our work — from equipping UAB students with the research skills 
essential for academic success, to supporting research data management, to digitizing, preserving, 
and disseminating the university’s scholarly output, to providing the resources and services that 
underpin teaching, learning, and research across the institution. 
 
Our research instruction program, delivered through curriculum-driven classroom instruction, 
workshops, and consultations, continued to grow, resulting in 1,529 instruction sessions with a 
total of 12,202 participants. Library faculty and staff from all divisions field thousands of 
information/reference inquiries from the UAB community. In the last academic year, they answered 
an impressive19,018 questions across all divisions, with most questions (13,680) addressed at the 
Sterne and Lister Hill HUB Desks.   
 
Our library spaces continued to serve as vibrant hubs for both academic and social engagement. 
We also proudly employed a large cohort of student workers, who collectively logged more than 
38,000 hours last year. Many supported users at the HUB desks, while others maintained our 
physical collections, loaned and taught emerging technologies in our tech labs, or assisted with 
interlibrary loan services. Their diverse perspectives and experiences strengthen our operations 
and directly support campuswide student success metrics. Student employment at UAB Libraries 
is also an extension of our educational mission — helping students build workplace-ready skills and 
fostering a mindset of continuous learning and growth. 
 
We remained committed to reducing students’ financial burden by providing free access to 
essential resources. Our specialized and standard technology circulated 16,147 times last year, 
and our support for emerging technologies — including extended reality consultations and 3D 
printing — continued to grow, with 1,335 3D printing projects completed. 
 
Our library reserves program, a key component of our Affordable Instructional Materials initiative, 
further advanced this mission by placing high-cost textbooks on short-term reserve to ensure 
equitable access. These materials were checked out more than 1,500 times — a 48% increase over 
the previous year. 
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We continued to expand our digitization and digital preservation efforts, growing our preserved 
data holdings to 11 TB. Digital Services completed imaging for seven new collections this year, 
including the full run of UAB Commencement programs, the Middle East Medical Collection, and the 
Alternative Press Collection — an exciting new initiative developed in collaboration with 
Birmingham community partners. 
 
The Dennis G. Pappas Historical Collections Gallery, launched in 2024, experienced exceptional 
engagement, hosting 46 gallery tours and welcoming 1,252 visitors. The Historical Collections 
team also delivered five public lectures and supported 197 classes, research consultations, tours, 
and visits from high school, campus, and community groups — serving a total of 1,213 participants. 
 
In the past academic year, we finalized a new strategic plan for 2024-28, which aligns our direction 
with the university’s mission and vision. We’re excited to grow our support for the university’s 
excellence in education, research, patient care, and community outreach. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kasia Gonnerman 
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Research, Instruction, and Scholarly 
Communication 

⊲ Read the full report 

Instruction 
Research instruction, delivered through curriculum-driven classroom instruction, workshops, and 
consultations, empowers students and researchers to use information and educational technology 
ethically, effectively, and critically. 

Library faculty and staff from the departments of Research, Instruction, and Scholarly 
Communication, Lister Hill Library at University Hospital, Sparks Medical Library, Historical 
Collections, and Library IT Services led a total of 1,529 instruction sessions with a total of 12,202 
students or participants. 

https://library.uab.edu/images/docs/about/annual%20report%202024-25%20_%20extended%20_%20FINAL.pdf#page=6
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Chat Services 
UAB Libraries offers live chat services for a total of 40 hours per week. Chat usage continued to be 
high, with 2,480 chats answered last academic year. Eighty percent of the chat questions answered 
were reference or research in nature, while the remaining 20% were informational. Additionally, 495 
reference questions received through the ticketing system were answered during the reporting 
period. 

 
At the beginning of the fall 2024 semester, a new chatbot service was launched to enhance patron 
support when live chat is unavailable. The chatbot serves as a first point of contact for library 
patrons, automating answers to common questions and guiding them to the correct resources or 
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staff member. Library patrons initiated more than 1,500 chatbot inquiries, allowing them to locate 
needed information quickly and efficiently. 
 
Reference Services 
Library faculty and staff from all divisions field thousands of information/reference inquiries from 
the UAB community. In the last academic year, they answered 19,018 questions (including chat 
inquiries listed above.) 

 
 
Research Guides 
Library faculty and staff curate a significant collection of research guides. Known as LibGuides, 
these include course guides, which help students begin research for class assignments, and 
subject guides, which help users find resources for specific programs or fields of research. In the 
past academic year, 202 published guides were viewed 234,120 times.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read 
more:  

234,120 total views on published LibGuides 

23,719

20,723

14,467

11,395

11,247

Top 5 most-viewed LibGuides

Witchcraft, Women & the
Healing Arts in the Early
Modern Period
Monsters, Marvels, and
Mythical Beasts

EndNote on Desktop

UAB Libraries

APA 7th ed.

19,018 questions fielded by library faculty and staff across 
divisions 
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Instructors: Here are 5 academic integrity resources available through UAB Libraries 
UAB Libraries’ Academic Integrity research guide, created by Kara Van Abel, academic integrity 
coordinator, reference librarian and liaison to the Collat School of Business, is a one-stop-shop for 
all things academic integrity at UAB — including a new Canvas assignment on the subject, available 
for embedding into any Canvas shell. 
 
Systematic Reviews and Expert Searching 
The Clinical, Academic, and Research Engagement (CARE) department and LHL @University 
Hospital provide a free systematic review service for UAB faculty, residents, fellows, staff, and 
graduate students. CARE and clinical librarians regularly serve on systematic review and other 
advanced evidence syntheses search teams. 
 
During the reporting period, 119 new requests for services were placed through the online SR 
service request form, mostly from the health sciences. 
 
CARE and clinical librarians also assisted with 20 grant-supported projects and 28 dissertations 
and theses. In total, over 1,000 hours were spent on evidence synthesis searching which 
contributed to 17 peer-reviewed publications. 

 

 
Read more: 
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119 new requests for systematic reviews 

1,000+ hours spent on evidence synthesis searching 

https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/instructors-here-are-5-academic-integrity-resources-available-through-uab-libraries
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Turn your ideas into evidence-based outcomes using this project management software from UAB 
Libraries 
A newly available platform through UAB Libraries enables clinicians and health care faculty and 
students to better organize and manage evidence-based practice and quality improvement 
projects. Ovid Synthesis (available at no cost to UAB students and employees through UAB 
Libraries following a licensure request) provides templates for project management, guiding users 
through the steps of an evidence-based practice or quality improvement project. 
 
 

Office of Scholarly Communication 
The Office of Scholarly Communication (OSC) provides highly personalized support for the UAB 
community through consultations and workshops. In 2024-25, OSC worked with more than 1,500 
UAB faculty, students, and staff from all schools and other units, with the top three participants 
being from the Heersink School of Medicine (35%), the College of Arts and Sciences (10%), and the 
School of Health Professions (7%). 
 

 
 
 
OSC fielded a wide gamut of questions on topics such as research data best practices, 
copyright/fair use, and Open Access publishing. 
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https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/turn-your-ideas-into-evidence-based-outcomes-using-this-project-management-software-from-uab-libraries
https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/turn-your-ideas-into-evidence-based-outcomes-using-this-project-management-software-from-uab-libraries
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Read more: 
More data, less hassle: New Research Data Catalog aims to revolutionize data discovery at UAB 
Hosted in the UAB Digital Commons, the Research Data Catalog is an online collection of records 
describing datasets generated by UAB researchers; rather than directly including or storing 
datasets, the catalog functions as a directory to help users discover UAB-deposited datasets in 
external repositories like Zenodo and Dryad. 
 
 
Read-and-Publish Agreements 
UAB Libraries are committed to the fundamental concepts of Open Access due to a demonstrated 
increase in citations and usage, easy compliance with institutional and funder mandates, retention 
of copyright by authors, faster impact, and greater public engagement. UAB Libraries advance 
open access publishing at UAB through negotiating read & publish agreements, a type of 
agreement designed to shift from a traditional subscription model to an open access publishing 
ecosystem, where authors’ Article Processing Charges (APCs) are covered under the agreement.  

 
 
Read more: Libraries agreements save more than $2 million for UAB 
authors who publish open access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Digital Commons Institutional Repository 

26% of requests were related to read-and-publish agreements 

24% of requests were related to data management plans, storage, 
   repositories, and ELN 

9% of requests were related to publishing, writing, and journal 
selection 

$887,000+ in APCs saved for UAB authors in 2023-24 

https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/more-data-less-hassle-new-research-data-catalog-aims-to-revolutionize-data-discovery-at-uab
https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/libraries-agreements-save-more-than-2-million-for-uab-authors-who-publish-open-access
https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/libraries-agreements-save-more-than-2-million-for-uab-authors-who-publish-open-access
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UAB Libraries provide scholarly repository services through digital institutional repository UAB 
Digital Commons, launched in 2023. Digital Commons provides open global access to UAB 
scholarship, including journal articles, theses, dissertations, student creative and scholarly work, 
conference papers, and more.  

 
All UAB theses and dissertations are now digitized and deposited in the Digital Commons and have 
been downloaded 280,000 times. In comparison, UAB theses and dissertations behind the 
ProQuest paywall were downloaded only 1,968 times in 2024. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

21,587 items added in the past year (9,216 ® 30,803) 

538,824 full text items downloaded in the past year 

509 streams of multimedia content in the past year 

10,497 institutions represented in downloads 

280,809 total downloads of UAB theses and dissertations (52% of 
    all downloads) 

 
 
 

274,487

119,866

77,407

28,608

16,910

10,233
10,083 9,739 9,103 8,711

Top 10 countries to access UAB Digital Commons

United States

Brazil

China

Vietnam

United Kingdom

Indonesia

India

Hong Kong

Canada

Germany



 

 13 

Interlibrary Loan and Document Delivery  
The Interlibrary Loan and Document Delivery Department (ILL) ranked fourth among all 
Southeastern research libraries in the number of lending requests filled. 

 
ILL filled lending requests for 861 unique libraries around the world and filled borrowing requests 
for more nearly 1,000 unique UAB patrons. 
 
Read more: 
Users can now place up to 40 active ILL requests at once 
Beginning Aug. 26, 2024, UAB Libraries users became able to place up to 40 active Interlibrary Loan 
requests at one time, an increase from the previous limit of 25. 
 
  

13,175 lending requests for articles 

2,050 lending requests for books 

2,581 borrowing requests for articles filled for UAB patrons 

879 borrowing requests for books filled for UAB patrons 
 
 
 

https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/users-can-now-place-up-to-40-active-ill-requests-at-once
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Technology & Technical Services 

⊲ Read the full report 

Library IT Services 
Library IT Services leads in the areas of technological and digital literacy and provides systems 
administration, IT support, electronic access to library resources, hardware management, 
technology lab development, and training for specialized devices, software, resources, and 
systems.  

https://library.uab.edu/images/docs/about/annual%20report%202024-25%20_%20extended%20_%20FINAL.pdf#page=22


 

 15 

 
 

 
The emerging technology labs continue to see high use, especially in the areas of specialized 
hardware circulation, extended reality consultations, and 3D printing requests. Our printing labs 
have supported projects and prototypes across multiple disciplines. We have also provided 
technology resources for several VR/AR related research and pilot projects with members of the 
academic health system. 
 
Some of the interesting 3D projects we have collaborated on during the past year include: 
 

• Printing food hoppers and camera holders for animal cages in an ongoing Alzheimer’s study 
• Printing customized injection molds for a Drosophila project 
• Printing and assembling an antique Kessler prosthetic as part of an Auburn research project 
• Building a turtle automaton to showcase build complexity 
• Printing library awards and designing custom identification tags for circulating equipment 
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When the orange crank is turned, the 3D-printed sea turtle moves as if swimming. 

Over the past year our IT Services Team has increased technical trainings for staff, revived the 
Adobe Creative Cloud support series, and continued to provide introductory and advanced 
trainings for 3D printing. The feedback from these has been overwhelmingly positive and, in some 
cases, has led to invitations to participate in other campus activities with a focus on technology. 

12% increase checkouts of specialized technology collections
  from the LibLab (976 ® 1,095) 

55% increase in checkouts of standard technology collections
   from the HUB (3,632 ® 5,650) 

7,087 laptop checkouts and 2,315 charging block checkouts
      from automated kiosks 

1,010 filament and 325 resin 3D print jobs completed in the
     LibLab 

12,211 visits to the LibLab 

55 technology-focused workshops and trainings offered

259% increase in technical consultations (44 ® 158) 
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Digital Services 
The Digital Services team leads in digital imaging and visual resources, digital preservation, digital 
collection development and curation, digital exhibits/scholarship support, and digital asset 
management.  

This year we completed the imaging on seven new digitization projects, with several others nearing 
completion in the workflow. Some of the highlights include: 

Cover art from “The Southsider,” 
1978  – Part of the Alternative 
Press Collection 

UAB’s First Commencement 
Program, June 1970 – Part 
of the UAB Commencement 
Program Collection 

Cover of “Explanation of 
the Precious Medicine,” 
1806 - Part of the Middle 
East Medical Collection 

843% increase in objects scanned in Digital Services Lab (357 ® 3,367) 

137% increase in individual images/pages packaged and preserved
     (15,279 ® 36, 284) 

22% increase in total preserved data (9TB ® 11TB)

3,765 objects preserved

84,411 individual files preserved

3,200 objects digitized and packaged in the Digital Services Lab

https://uab.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01AL_UALB:UAB_Libraries&collectionId=81198155100003176&lang=en
https://uab.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01AL_UALB:UAB_Libraries&collectionId=81198155100003176&lang=en
https://uab.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01AL_UALB:UAB_Libraries&collectionId=81196938350003176&lang=en
https://uab.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01AL_UALB:UAB_Libraries&collectionId=81196938350003176&lang=en
https://uab.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01AL_UALB:UAB_Libraries&collectionId=81187730230003176&lang=en
https://uab.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01AL_UALB:UAB_Libraries&collectionId=81187730230003176&lang=en
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Read more: 
3 new collections you can explore in Alma Digital, UAB Libraries’ new digital collections platform 
Did you know that UAB Libraries is home to more than 30 collections of materials digitized by the 
libraries’ Digital Services team, including photographs, illustrations, books, videos, and audio 
recordings? UAB Libraries’ Digital Collections are a collaboration between several library 
departments and the Digital Services Team, whose technical expertise on digitization and digital 
preservation continues to keep the Digital Collections online and available for browsing. 

Collection Management Services 
The Collection Management Services group leads in the areas of vendor relations, contract 
negotiation, licensing, purchasing, shipping, receiving, resource/records management, and 
metadata creation and enhancement to foster discoverability of research resources. 

• Managed 1,090 existing electronic book and journal collections and facilitated access to 28
new eBook collections by activating approximately 2,100 portfolios

• Streamlined access to roughly 500 purchased and open-access eBooks, along with 86
audiovisual e-materials, thereby expanding the library’s electronic resource offerings

• Processed and provided timely access to nearly 2,400 print titles, including newly acquired
and donated materials, reserve books, state-adopted textbooks, and replacement copies

• Enhanced and/or modified approximately 6,300 metadata records, 850 holdings, and more
than 117,000 item records in the catalog to improve accuracy, searchability, and access

• Managed processing of around 300 periodical volumes, with over 700 volumes bound to
improve preservation and usability

• Eliminated 11,164 records of obsolete, superseded, or irrelevant items from the catalog,
substantially improving its accuracy and usability

46 total digital collections encompassing 4,439 items 

100% increase in digitized content within the American Civil
War Collection 

10,000 individual page views for Digital Collections

1,329 descriptive metadata records

1,090 electronic book and journal collections managed 

2,100 new individual ebook titles added

3,400 print titles cataloged

3,600 metadata records enhanced
 

https://library.uab.edu/about/news-and-events/announcements/3-new-collections-you-can-explore-in-alma-digital-uab-libraires-new-digital-collections-platform
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Historical Collections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
⊲ Read the full report 
 
After years of planning and construction, the Dennis G. Pappas Historical Collections Gallery had a 
soft opening in July 2024, shortly before this review period. followed by a Grand Opening 
Reception on Friday, September 20, 2024, attended by 175 guests. 
 
The inaugural exhibition at the Pappas Gallery, Navigating Communication: Breaking Invisible 
Barriers, explored hearing loss, vision loss, and the Blind, Deaf, and DeafBlind communities. 
Highlights of the exhibition included the program from Helen Keller’s funeral, a collection of historic 
hearing aids, and a 16th-century book containing an early reference to sign language. The 
exhibition used touch screen technology and a virtual reality station to create interactive 
experiences for visitors. 
 

https://library.uab.edu/images/docs/about/annual%20report%202024-25%20_%20extended%20_%20FINAL.pdf#page=39
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The periodic Reynolds-Finley Lecture Series returned for 2024-2025 with five lectures, including 
the 46th Annual Reynolds-Finley Lecture. Topics included disability studies, the history of 
dermatology, the first Black doctor at UAB hospital, AI in medicine, and historical prosthetics. 

 

5 total lectures 

182 lecture attendees 

36 in attendance on average at lectures 
 

46 total gallery tours 

525 total walk-in visitors 

1,252 total visitors 
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The Historical Collections team hosted 197 classes, research consultations, tours, high school 
groups, and campus and community groups over the reporting year, reaching 1,213 participants. 
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Alabama Museum of the Health Sciences (AMHS) 
AMHS is dedicated to the preservation, stewardship, and display of equipment, instruments, and 
objects that represent the history and development of the health sciences. Museum objects play 
an important role in the educational and research missions of the university. 

 
In fall 2023, AMHS undertook a major move of the collection into new storage shelving and 
configurations; more than 9,000 objects were moved as part of this reorganization. All 15,779 
museum objects in the collection were inventoried in the process. AMHS added 58 new objects 
donated by nine donors. 
 
 

Reynolds-Finely Historical Library (RFHL) 
RFHL curates 24,400 books, manuscripts, pamphlets, journals, and related materials pertaining to 
the history of medicine, science, and health care dating back to the 1300s. RFHL rare materials are 
used heavily in teaching and research. 
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15,822 objects in the collection 

42 objects added in past year 
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UAB Archives 
UAB Archives is the official archival repository for the university and documents in all areas related 
to UAB; it also houses manuscript collections in the health sciences, the social sciences, and the 
humanities.  

24,400 items in the collection 

160 items added in past year 
 

303 university records 

209 manuscript collections 
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User Access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
⊲ Read the full report 
 
 
The User Access department oversees many of the functions that are critical to the daily 
operations of the academic library, serving as the bridge between users and the library’s resources. 
With a focus on facilitating access to our collections, spaces and services, the User Access team 
helps make UAB Libraries functional, user-friendly and equitable. 
 
Each year, Sterne and Lister Hill libraries are open nearly 7,000 hours to accommodate research, 
study, and access to resources and services. During the regular fall and spring terms, we offer 
extended hours, including at Sterne, where we are open 24 hours per day, five days per week. 
During the regular semester, we average 16,000 students in UAB’s libraries per week. October 
2024 had the highest foot traffic, with almost 80,000 visits. 

https://library.uab.edu/images/docs/about/annual%20report%202024-25%20_%20extended%20_%20FINAL.pdf#page=57
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Student Employment 
In addition to a committed group of faculty and staff, the Libraries employ dozens of students each 
year. The Libraries are one of the largest employers of students on the UAB campus, logging more 
than 38,000 student hours. Many serve at the HUB desks, while others maintain the book collection, 
loan technology from the tech labs, or assist with interlibrary loan. All student employees provide 
perspectives and experiences that improve our operations, and their employment contributes to 
campus-wide student success metrics. Student employment is also an extension of our 
educational mission—helping student employees develop skills needed for workplace readiness 
and fostering a lifelong growth mindset. 
 

 
 
Group Study Rooms 
One particularly popular space we offer is study rooms, both group and single-use spaces, in both 
libraries. This year 7,300 unique users booked the spaces almost 35,000 times. Whether taking an 
exam, studying with friends or watching a film for a class, these spaces are in high demand. The 
rooms, also available to alumni, are a key resource to the student body—and one we hope to 
expand in the coming years. 
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Course Reserves 
The libraries’ Course Reserves service provides free, time-limited access to course-related 
physical, electronic, and media resources to many students at the HUB desks. Items on reserve can 
be quite diverse, from books and music scores to sky monitors for astronomy, and replica bones 
for anatomy. The reserves program, a key component of our Affordable Instructional Materials 
initiative, further advanced our cost-saving mission by placing high-cost textbooks on short-term 
reserve to ensure equitable access. These materials were checked out more than 1,500 times — a 
48% increase over the previous year. 



 

 27 

 
 
 
Reference and Information Inquiries at the HUB Desks 
Library faculty and staff field thousands of information/reference inquiries from the UAB 
community. In the last academic year, they answered 13,680 questions at HUB Desks — 10,175 at 
the Sterne HUB Desk and 3,289 at the Lister Hill HUB Desk. 
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104% increase in inquiries answered at Sterne HUB Desk 
     (4,994 ® 10,175) 

31% increase in inquiries answered at Lister Hill HUB Desk 
  (2,504 ® 3,289) 

36% increase in total inquiries answered (10,030 ® 13,680) 
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Circulation  
This year we loaned almost 15,000 print materials, including books, journals, and media, an 
increase of almost 50 percent from last year. The many textbooks that we recently purchased for 
our course reserves program and our expanded leisure reading collections have added to the 
popularity and utility of our materials. 
 
The borrowing of technology items, ranging from week-long laptop loans to chargers, headphones, 
calculators and more, is also a popular service that we provide. This year we loaned 21,000 pieces 
of equipment. The laptops and iPads in particular are key to student success, research shows, and 
their usage continues to grow. 
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Lister Hill Library at University 
Hospital 

⊲ Read the full report 

The Clinical Services Department is located inside University Hospital in the Graduate Medical 
Education Wellness Center. This branch of Lister Hill Library of the Health Sciences is staffed by 
two faculty librarians and a User Access Associate. We provide support to the entire UAB clinical 
enterprise including physicians, nurses, various allied health professionals, and hospital 
administrators. We work in close partnership with Graduate Medical Education (GME) to support the 
information needs, education, and wellness of over 1,100 UAB residents and fellows, one of the 
largest training programs in the country.   

https://library.uab.edu/images/docs/about/annual%20report%202024-25%20_%20extended%20_%20FINAL.pdf#page=64
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Participation in Surgical Residency Orientation:  
LHL@UH staff helped with a new surgical resident event, geared at teaching incoming residents 
how to prepare for a surgical case. Using real cases, we organized print and electronic resources 
and worked with residents to identify key background information about their cases before they 
met with attending physicians to review. 
 

600 reference inquiries answered 

139 mediated literature searches conducted 
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Sparks Medical Library at UAB 
Huntsville Regional Medical Campus 

⊲ Read the full report 

The Sparks Medical Library provides access to the highest-quality medical information for its 
users. Located on the third floor of the UAB Huntsville Regional Medical Campus, Sparks Library 
offers an attractive and comfortable space for students and residents to work, study, and socialize. 
Non-UAB- affiliated health professionals, students from other colleges and universities, and others 
from the North Alabama area also may utilize the library’s in-house resources. 

The library is available 24/7 to all UAB medical students, residents, full-time faculty, and 
credentialed volunteer faculty physicians. 

https://library.uab.edu/images/docs/about/annual%20report%202024-25%20_%20extended%20_%20FINAL.pdf#page=69
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Sparks Library librarian delivers on-demand instruction sessions for Dean’s Conference and 
didactic sessions on campus. 

 
In the last academic year, Sparks staff answered 541 questions, with 329 answered at the 
reference desk. 
 

 
Sparks Library provides expert literature searching assistance for UAB Huntsville faculty, residents, 
fellows, staff, and graduate students.  
  
During the reporting period, 21 new requests for were placed for literature searches. 

 
Virtual Reality Space 
The Virtual Reality Space in the Sparks Medical Library is available to all students, faculty, and staff 
at the UAB Huntsville Regional Medical Campus. The goal of this space is to provide supplemental 
clinical education as well as entertainment and stress relief for students. 
 
The space is equipped with Meta Quest 2 and Vive Focus 3 VR headsets, along with a Smart TV to 
enable casting. Currently, our clinical education programs are 3D Organon, Health Scholars, and 
Mindscape Commons, and our entertainment apps include Beat Saber, Marvel's Iron Man, 
Walkabout Mini Golf, The Climb 2, Ultrawings 2, and others. 

102 attendees to instructional sessions 

541 questions fielded 

21 literature searches performed 
 
 
 

329 inquiries answered at the Sparks Reference Desk 

541 total inquiries answered 
 
 
 

21 requests for expert literature searches 
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Two visitors take advantage of virtual reality technology at the Sparks Medical Library. 
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